10                             TO HIS MOTHER.
work will not leave me a single free day till the
end of July. But from the 1st of August I shall
be free and ready for Pox How whenever you like.
The summer holidays here are a strict six weeks,
and end quite early in September. . . .
My book1 was out yesterday. This new edition
is really a very pretty book, but you had better
not buy it, because I am going to give it Fan, and
shall bring it with me to Fox How, and the order
of arrangement in this edition is not quite the final
one I shall adopt. On this final order I could not
decide till I saw this collected edition. The next
edition will have the final order, and then the book
will be stereotyped. That edition I shall then
have bound, and give you. I expect the present
edition will be sold out in about a year. Macmillan
. tells me the booksellers are subscribing very well
for it. My poems represent, on the whole, the main
movement of mind of the last quarter of a century,
and thus they will probably have their day as peo-
ple become conscious to themselves of what that
movement of mind is, and interested in the literary
productions which reflect it. It might be fairly
urged that I have less poetical sentiment than Ten-
nyson, and less intellectual vigour and abundance
than Browning; yet, because I have perhaps more
of a fusion of the two than either of them, and have
more regularly applied that fusion to the main line
of modern development, I am likely enough to have"
my turn, as they have had theirs. Two articles in
Temple J5ar, one on Tennyson, the other on Brown-
1 Poems, two volumes. 1869.